Do Moose
Have Big Feet?

By Sue Hemphill

Illustrated by Tom Godin
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Annelie was out exploring near her Opa’s farm one day and
found some very big moose footprints. She followed them
into the forest.
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“Whoa there! Who are you and where are you going Missy?”
said Mr. Moose.
Annelie wasn’t afraid. She liked moose because they looked
like chocolate.
“My name is Annelie. I wanted to see where you were going.
You know you have very big feet.”
Mr. Moose laughed and answered, “My feet only look bigger
than yours. Come for a ride with me and I will show you
what I mean.”
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Annelie climbed up onto his back and they walked into the
forest. Soon Mr. Moose stopped and began eating a very
pretty bush with red stems that looked like candy.
Between mouthfuls Mr. Moose mumbled, “ This is Moose
Candy. I eat lots of it and usually there is a lot to find right
where I live in this forest. I only eat a little off of each
bush and then move on to a new bush. Then the bush can
grow more for me to eat next year.
What is your favorite food Annelie?”
“ I like lots of things like apples, raspberries, carrots,
bananas, pizza, and ice cream of course. But I go to a store
to get those. Oh, except for the carrots and raspberries—
My Opa grows those.”
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They walked a little further up the trail and came to a lake.
Mr. Moose was excited to show Annelie his lake.
“ I love swimming and splashing in this lake and I find more
treats to eat out in the water. Of course the cold clean
water is great to drink. What do you like to drink Annelie?”

Annelie was wondering why her feet were growing bigger,
but she soon forgot about it looking at the beautiful lake.
“I like it here too. I drink water like you, but I really like
milk and apple juice the best. You know I play in lakes and
pools too. I have goggles for seeing under water and a blow
up raft to sit on in the water.”
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Mr. Moose was really feeling tired after carrying Annelie so
far. “I am going to take a short nap here under my favorite
tree. “
Annelie answered politely, “That’s ok. I can rest with you.
Usually I go in the house to rest where I have a nice soft
bed and warm blankets, but I can sit down here for awhile
because my jacket will keep me warm.
Annelie sat on the ground and looked at her big feet. She
was getting worried about how big they were getting. Just
then, Mr. Moose woke up.
Annelie’s big feet made it really hard to get back on Mr.
Moose’s back.
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Mr. Moose stopped far away from the house and from the
car. “ I have to leave you here Annelie. I don’t like being
close to big people, and I sure don’t like being close to those
smelly things with 4 round legs.
Annelie laughed, “Those aren’t legs those are wheels and
that’s my Opa’s car. It is smelly but it gets us places fast.”
Mr. Moose curled his nose and answered, “Maybe fast, but it
sure is smelly and I don’t like crossing the roads.”
Annelie was sorry to be leaving her new friend and she didn’t
like that the car and roads frightened her friend. She had
enjoyed riding Mr. Moose and visiting his forest.
She looked down at her big feet and yelled. “Yikes, look at
my feet Mr. Moose! Did you make them grow like this?
Please, can you shrink them again? I want to run and jump
and play.
Mr. Moose smiled and answered, “Don’t worry they will be
small again as soon as you get down. That’s the magic of
riding on a Moose. You get to see what I see and even how
big your feet look to me and all the other animals living in
the forest.”
Do you know why they look so big?”—Well do you?
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Parent and Teacher Page
This book is an introduction to Ecological Footprints for children and how their choice can help keep
moose and other forest animals happy. To help you use the book, here is some basic information about
Ecological Footprints (or Eco Print) for you.

What is Your Ecological Footprint?
Your Ecological Footprint is a measure of the
biologically productive area needed to produce the
resources you use and absorb the waste generated by
you
Why Is the Size of Your Ecological Footprint Important?
At the present population, there are only 1.9 global hectares of biologically productive space available per
person on the Earth. If we include leaving untouched wild space for other species that figure drops to 1.5
hectares. Therefore, our fair "earthshare"is only 1.5 hectares. The average world citizen has an
Ecological Footprint of 2.3 global hectares. %.
Are Canadians Average World Citizens?
The average Canadian has an Ecological Footprint of 6.9 hectares. No, Canadians are not average
world citizens. If everybody lived like today's Canadians, it would take at least 5.9 additional planet
Earths to produce the resources, absorb the wastes, and otherwise maintain life-support.
Of course none of this information is useful to your child. This is information for you. What your child
needs to know is moose and all the animals in the forest find their food, water, home, and toys right in the
forest, and they only need their legs to carry them. People (including your child) get most of these things
from far away and we use cars and trucks to get stuff and to go places. That means people use a lot more
of the earth (land and water) than moose do. It makes our feet look big to a moose and other creatures
because we use so much. Our big feet stand for how much we use of the land and water.
That’s enough to start with. The next time you read the book with her, talk about each page and the
difference of how the moose gets food, water etc and how people do it. Ask for her ideas on how she
might use less land or water and make her footprint look smaller to Mr. Moose. Such as:
o Food—garden grown food is from close to home that’s a good idea
Unwrapped food like apples and pears mean no one had to make a package for it. That uses less
o Water from the tap and carried in a water bottle –that is close to home and we can reuse the bottle
—or juice we make from frozen can be put in that bottle also (discourage tetrapacs and encourage
reusable containers for carrying snacks) Plan a No Garbage snack or lunch with her
o Toys—does she always need a new toy? The moose plays with what he finds in the water. She
could use what she finds. And she could share her toys with others
o Do we need to drive to have fun? Are there places to go near home that we can ride our bikes or
walk to?
o The moose uses his fur to be warm. She could put a sweater on instead of asking for the furnace to
be put on or more wood to be put on the fire.
There are lots of ideas that the story can generate. You could make a big footprint and put it up on a wall.
Each time your child does something that makes her footprint look smaller to the moose you could cut
part of the footprint off.
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Scout Island Nature Centre
Managed by the Williams Lake Field
Naturalists
1305 Borland Rd
Williams Lake BC V2G 5K5
250 398 8532

This story was created as part of a project called “Spawning Stories Hatching Change.”
This project was carried out by the Scout Island Nature Centre which is located in
Williams Lake, British Columbia. Williams Lake is a town in the Cariboo Chilcotin. It is
surrounded by forests, mountains, grasslands, rivers, and lakes. Many people live in town,
but many people live remotely far away from their nearest neighbors. We are all trying to
learn to live in a way that the Moose will no longer see us as large footed intruders.
Scout Island Nature Centre wants to thank Fraser Salmon and Watersheds Program helping
to fund this project.
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Use This page to draw a picture or trace your footprint.
Can you make your Eco Print Shrink?

Do You know who made these prints?
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